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Abstracts

A temple is regarded as a juristic person according to Public Law. A temple is established
to facilitate religious activities and sustain Buddhism without seeking for any profits; unlike other kinds
of juristic person, for example, partnership, limited company, their main objectives are to seek for
profits.

Indeed, a temple has play the important roles toward communities and societies since we
were born until died (3). Therefore, a temple and a community have a strong relationship built by the
variety of religious activities, especially on monastic ceremonies and Buddhism holy days. In addition,
most of Buddhist are faithful in making a merit and offering foods to monks.

According to the study, it was found that an abbot has the legal duty to manage and
administer the properties of a temple. However, a conflict of interest may be existed. Consequently, an
abbot is considered a very difficult position in term of fulfilling his monastic duties according to monastic
regulations. Therefore, it is prescribed that an abbot must appoint “Liaison” to manage and administer
the properties of a temple according to the regulations of The Sangha Supreme Council of Thailand
(No. 18) B.E.2536 and Ministerial regulations B.E. 2505. In addition, it is specified that an abbot
may be able to appoint the committee on temple affairs to support mutual property management.

According to the above-mentioned regulations, the author suggests the regulations of the
Sangha Supreme Council of Thailand (No. 18) B.E.2536 and Ministerial regulations (No.2) B.E.
2511 in the article “The property management of temple administered by “Liaison” declared by The
Sangha Act B.E.2505 be amended to eliminate the conflict interest. It is proposed that the community
and the committee on temple affairs have the joint legal right to appointing “Liaison” to work
collaborately with the abbot in order that the properties of temple would be administered in a transparent

fashion.
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